CVC Philanthropy Entrepreneurship Mini-Grants
The Community Vitality Center (CVC) recognizes the important role community foundations and affiliate organizations play in helping build healthier and wealthier communities.  In addition, CVC recognizes the important role that community entrepreneurship may play in creating and sustain vitality in non metro communities and rural regions of the state.  In turn, a growing number of rural communities nationwide have experienced the circular support that successful entrepreneurs provide to community philanthropy.  The nexus of Community Philanthropy as a means for providing training, technical assistance, networking, and support for entrepreneurs and community entrepreneurship initiatives and the contributions of local entrepreneurs to community philanthropy represents a unique area of strategic local contribution that CVC wishes to stimulate and foster.   

To elevate this work and to encourage its development, CVC will fund two $5,000 grants to local community foundation entities in non metro counties to support the development of innovative philanthropy projects that support entrepreneurs and community entrepreneurship support programs.    

As Iowa’s community foundations and new affiliate entities begin to move past initial steps and organizational decisions in conducting local philanthropic activities, there is a perceived need to encourage the building of community capacity to support local entrepreneurs.  Iowa ranks near the bottom of the national rankings in new business startups.  While some positive steps have been taken to encourage and sustain entrepreneurial support capacity, networks, and capital, much more can be accomplished by local communities in the future if local leaders and citizens make it a priority and devote their creative skills and make entrepreneurship a priority. 

The purpose of the grants are to provide some seed funding that will be matched locally to help create new initiatives or sustain existing initiatives in this area.   CVC wishes to identify innovative programs that offer models that other foundations and philanthropic organizations can implement to advance and sustain entrepreneurship in their communities.  All entries will be evaluated on the following four criteria: 

1. Nature of New and/or Unique Practices

2. Potential for Measurable Success and Accomplishment

3. Local Collaboration and Support
4. Clarity and Ability to Present and Share

All entrants agree to have a summary description of their project and the results posted on the CVC website and to share their initiative at a CVC Philanthropic Academy.  All participating organizations will be recognized and appropriately honored at a future CVC Philanthropy Academy.  Applications for the 2006 CVC Philanthropy Entrepreneurship Mini-Grants must be submitted electronically to cvc@iastate.edu by June 1, 2006; or until suitable participants are identified.  Mini Grant Application forms and guidelines  can be found on the left-hand menu of the CVC web site: www.cvcia.org . 
